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Annual General Meeting of the BIG Little Science Centre Society 
Executive Director Gord Stewart presented a recognition award to Toni-Lynn Card, representing the Applied 
Scientists and Technologists of British Columbia (ASTTBC). The AGM and dinner were well attended, and the 
evening also included a fund-raising event. 
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TRU’s Larry Read was Master of Ceremonies for the Special Dinner. Larry is a long-time supporter of the BIG 
Little Science Centre, since the days when he did the MIDDAY show on CFJC TV7. 
 

 
 

Most directors attended the ‘official’ AGM held along with the fund-raising dinner. 
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Board of Directors of the BIG Little Science Centre Society 

President                    Dr. Jim Hebden 
 

Vice-President            Annette Glover 
              

Secretary                    Adele Stapleton  
 

Treasurer                    Dr. Doug Bickley 
 

Director                      Clinton Gray 
 

Director                      Lianne Milobar 
 

Director                      Dr. Dipesh Prima 
       

Director                      Andrew Watson  
 

Director                      Eric Wiebe 
 

BIG Little Science Centre 
 

Location: 655 Holt Street 
Kamloops, BC V2B 5G2 

 
Mail to:  BIG Little Science Centre Society 

P.O. Box 882 Station Main 
Kamloops BC V2C 5M8 

 
For more information on the BIG Little Science Centre, please go to our web site: 

 
 www.blscs.org 

 

Executive Director: Gord Stewart 
Telephone: (250) 554-2572 or 250-554-BLSC 

E-mail to: gord@blscs.org 
 

Assistant Operator: Susan Hammond 
Telephone: (250) 554-2572 or 250-554-BLSC 

  E-mail to: susan@blscs.org  
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Looking for an awesome place for a Birthday Party or Event?  
Give us a call to discuss the possibilities. 

 
For more information please contact Susan Hammond: susan@blscs.org, or call 250-554-2572. 

 
 

This Newsletter is a publication of BIG Little Science Centre Society  
Mailing Address Box 882 Station Main Kamloops BC V2C 5M8 

Location: 655 Holt Street Kamloops BC V2B 5G2 Website  http://blscs.org 
Executive Director: Gord Stewart Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC  E-Mail: gord@blscs.org 

Assistant Operator: Susan Hammond Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC E-Mail: susan@blscs.org 
Newsletter Editor:  Dr. Gordon R. Gore  F-411, 3255 Overlander Drive, Kamloops BC V2B 0A5   

Home phone  778 472 2014          EDITOR's  E-Mail: gordongore0@gmail.com 
 

Back issues of BIGScience can be viewed at <http://blscs.org/newsletters/> 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre is open to the public at these times: 
Tuesday to Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

CLOSED SUNDAYS and HOLIDAYS 
Phone: 250 554 2572   E-mail Gord@blscs.org  or  Susan@blscs.org 

 
A family membership is $60.00/year. An individual membership is $45.00/year. A family membership consists 
of five directly related people. (This includes any combination of grandparents, parents and children).  

 

The Main Benefits of Membership: 
·         Member ID cards for all members 
·         Free entry to our Exploration Room, events, shows, activities 
·         FREE or discounted admission to MOST Canadian science centres, including Science World       
      and the H.R. MacMillan Space Centre in Vancouver 
·         Discounts for Science and Robotics Camps / Clubs in Kamloops 
·         Voting privileges at the BIG Little Science Centre’s Annual General Meeting 

Visit our website blscs.org for more details on the benefits of membership. 
 

Drop-in Visit Information 
 

Day Rates: Adults (16 to 59)  $6    Seniors (60 plus) $4    Youth (6 to 15 years old)  $3      Family $15. 
Children 5 years old or younger) Free 

 
What is a Drop-in Visit?    
 
During drop-in times our hands-on rooms are open for visitors to tour at their leisure. The rooms have 
approximately 140 stations of hands-on activities to try. We also have an activity or show running Saturdays! 
 
Drop-in Visiting hours 
 
• Tuesday - Saturday 10:00 - 4:00 
• Check Facebook or twitter for the latest information. 
    For safety purposes we require that children under age 16 be accompanied by a minimum number of      
    supervising  adults: 
• For children 4 years old and under, 1 adult per every 3 children is required. 
• For children 5 years old to 9 years old, 1 adult per every 5 children is required. 
• For children 10 years old to 16 years old, 1 adult per 10 children is required. 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre is Closed Sundays and Holidays. 
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Executive Directors Report 2017/18 
Presented November 10th 2018 

at the 
BIG Little Science Centre Society  

Annual General Meeting 

2017 2018 Summary 

The past year was a good year for attendance at the BIG Little Science Centre (BLSC). The 
BLSC interacted with 29,276 persons in the 2017/18 Fiscal year. The volunteers and staff 
worked extremely hard to enable us to run five summer camps this year. Without all of the 
help the volunteers we would not have been able to run the camps so well.  We have had 
253,217 persons interact with the BIG Little Science Centre since 2000. We continued to offer 
more diverse subject matter than past years and we have also provided more opportunities 
for public interaction on and off site.  We were able to get the Federal Government, Canada 
Summer Jobs Program grant and the Aboriginal Skills, Employment & Training Strategy 
(ASETS) program grant through the local First Nations both of which allowed us to employ 
four students for various parts of the summer. The addition of the students through the 
summer greatly increased our capacity.   
 

 

Our 2018 summer camps were well attended and enjoyed by all. We held four camps in 
summer of 2018, along with our normal drop-in of hours 10-4 Monday to Saturday. Our 
birthday parties continue to be popular. Our after-school Robotics Clubs remain popular and 
we have now added a 3D Design and Print Club that is also proving to be popular. 
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With the “extra” summer students, the part-time staff and our dedicated volunteers, we were able to conduct 
more off-site demos and attend numerous off-site activities in the past year. This has served us well in spreading 
news that Kamloops has a science centre and where we are. Surprisingly we still find people who have no idea 
there was even a science centre in Kamloops. Some examples of the activities we attended were; the Children’s 
Art in the Park Festival at Riverside Park, the Canada Day celebrations in Riverside Park, the City of Kamloops 
Rivers Day celebration, and more.  

 
We continue to provide an exceptional product at the BIG Little Science Centre. I am also always pleased to 

see parents dragging their children out of the Centre because they have missed lunch. The BIG Little Science 
Centre has the ability to entertain the entire family for hours and in the end, they have gained a new excitement 
for science. They also would have gained new scientific knowledge whether they realize it or not. All of the great 
things the BLSC has to offer are due to the depth of the knowledge, skill, and experience of the volunteers 
involved. It never ceases to surprise me how much the volunteers contribute to the Centre on a daily basis. The 
biggest asset of the BIG Little Science Centre is the people associated with it. Our volunteers contributed a 
minimum of 1500 hours in the 2017 2018 fiscal year. More time was given, but it is never easy to get the 
volunteers to record their time spent conducting Centre activities. 

 
The Financial Report 
At the end of the 2017/2018 BIG Little Science Centre fiscal year (July 31st 2018) the Society had total 

revenue of $290,057.34*. We had expenses totalling $222,820.71* providing a net income for the fiscal year 
2017/2018 of $67,236.23. The BLSC continued to receive support from several levels of government (BC Gaming 
Branch, Canada Summer Jobs), from corporations, foundations and organizations (for example NewGold, 
Highland Valley Copper, ASTTBC, Kiwanis, Lions), from the local School District, and numerous other 
individual supporters.  

 
We will have to work hard this year to continue to match our donation and grant amounts from previous years 

to keep the Centre at its current operating level. As always, we are looking to find enough support for the Centre 
to operate annually with stability, and as well as to grow into the Centre we all dream off. I urge you all to look 
for any and all opportunities to promote the Centre and to look for support either in-kind or financial to 
help us obtain our goals for this year and beyond.  

 
Business Plan Review 
Although the BIG Little Science Centre is operating well and providing an exceptional product the Centre is 

behind where the Society had intended it to be at the end of the current plan. The Centre is behind with the number 
of full-time employees. By the end of the 2017/2018 year the Business Plan had intended for the Centre to have 
two full-time employees and a part-time Assistant. The Centre currently has two full-time persons on staff, plus 
one part-time weekend staff position.  We have however expanded the public hours as much as possible with the 
current staffing. We are now open to the public 10 AM – 4 PM Tuesday to Saturday and open to groups and 
schools 8 AM to 4 PM Monday to Friday. The limiting factor to opening longer hours and 7 days a week is mainly 
budgetary and partly limited by staffing/volunteer availability. 

We have a small gift/science novelty “store” at the Centre. We will continue to sell small items out of the 
store in the office area. Items sold currently are Balancing birds, Crystal Growing kits, and other small 
miscellaneous science items. 

 
The Upcoming Year 
The plan will be to grow all aspects of the BIG Little Science Centre within the available budget and space. 

In this fiscal year we will be working on acquiring sufficient financial support to allow the BIG Little Science 
Centre to reach its goals outlined in the current plan1. This would be goals such as hiring a third person part-
time and establishing more traveling or rotating displays and activities. 1 A new Three Year Plan is currently under 
development, the current plan is available from the Executive Director on request. 
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The Society is also working towards finding a stable site for the Centre as soon as possible either in an existing 
building or in a new building designed and constructed specifically for the Centre. The sooner we can get a stable 
location we can afford to operate the better. There are currently multiple options under review, but none are 
guaranteed to be available for us. The decisions about the sites are under the control of outside parties at this time. 

 
This year the BIG Little Science Centre Society is initiating a Capital Funding Program with the aim raising 

sufficient funds to establish a permanent home for the BLSC. The Capital Funding Program details will be 
announced soon. 

 
The Centre will continue the afterschool Robotics Clubs, a 3D design Club and Camps (summer and day 

camps), plus we are working on adding a Coding Club to our programming. These clubs and camps generate a 
moderate revenue stream to the Centre once start-up costs are covered. 

 
More and continued interaction with the local media is planned to help promote the Centre locally and outside 

the region. The Centre also has a Facebook page, an Instagram account, a YouTube account, a Twitter account, 
and other social media accounts. Of course, all content published to the above web-based outlets will be screened 
to insure all privacy and release requirements are met. 

 
The BIG Little Science Centre will also be looking to increase the numbers of volunteers involved at the 

Centre on a regular basis. 
 
Thank you for attending the BIG Little Science Centre Annual General Meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
Gord Stewart: Executive Director, BIG Little Science Centre Society. 

 
 
 

BIG Little Science Centre Lecture Series 
 

Entry is by donation. 
The series is now sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Kamloops. 

For teens and adults.  
Refreshments provided.  

More information is on the website Calendar. (http://blscs.org) 
  
  
November 28, at 7:00pm, with doors opening at 6:30pm, we have: 
 
How much is too much?  Brain chemistry and gambling. Roxanne L'Esperance 
In this presentation we will highlight what gambling is about, the similarities and differences between substance 
and process addition, and of course the brain chemistry involved. This will be very informative, educational and 
fun. Bring your own questions for discussion afterwards. Roxanne L’Esperance is the Prevention and Community 
Engagement Provider for the BC Responsible and Problem Gambling Program. She has been with the BC 
Responsible and Problem Gambling Program for over 10 years, presenting to all ages in all locations.  
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Saturdays at the BIG Little Science Centre 

 
 
 
 

Coding Workshops at the BIG Little Science Centre 
Susan Hammond 

 
BIG Little Science Centre is hosting a series of Coding Workshops over the next two months. Devin and Shelby, 
the leaders, are presenting a number of Coding Workshops throughout Kamloops, but especially with children in 
School District #73. Kevin O’Neil and partners, of the TRU Department of Computer Science, applied for 
grant money to create these very useful workshops. The funding sponsors are CanCode, Eureka, and Actua. 
The Coding Workshops were originally meant for children; however, the parents are finding them very 
informative as well. Adults are now definitely welcome to participate. So far, there is room in all of the remaining 
workshops. We recommend calling to pre-register, if possible. 250-554-2572 
  
Upcoming Coding Workshops: 
 
Saturday, November 17th 
9:00am - 10:30am (Ages: 6 and up): Decoder Wheel 
1:00pm - 2:30pm (Ages: 10 and up): Game Making in Scratch 
 
Saturday, December 8th 
9:00am - 10:30am (Ages: 6 and up): Binary Holiday Ornaments 
1:00pm - 2:30pm (Ages: 10 and up): Building a Webpage 
 
 

 
 

 
 

BIG Little Science Centre's Fundraising Dinner & 
Annual General Meeting 

 
Saturday November 10, at The Dunes At Kamloops. Doors open at 5pm. The AGM will be at 
5:30pm, followed by dinner. There will be lots of entertainment, fundraising activities, and fun, 
along with a fantastic meal. Money raised will go towards continuing cool science at the centre 
and in the community. Purchase tickets by phone (with ticket pick-up at the Dunes), or in 
person at the centre, 655 Holt Street in Happyvale School. 250-554-2572 
 

 

More Saturday Fun at the Centre 
 

Super Static Electricity Show, November 3, at 11:00am and 1:30pm 
An interactive, fun show that introduces static electricity and explores how it works. Using van de Graaff 
generators we make the hair fly. Is it time for your science centre hair-do? 
 
The Amazing Magnetism Show, November 10, at 11:00am and 1:30pm 
Explore magnetism and take away some magnetic magic tricks to try out at home! 
 
Fantastic Forces and Motion Show, November 17, at 11:00am and 1:30pm 
A force is a push or a pull. Explore the different types of force surrounding us and how they create 
movement. Be prepared for some surprises & to make things move. 
 
Awesome Air Pressure Show,  November 24, at 11:00am and 1:30pm 
Air is a force of nature that demands respect; join us for this interactive show to learn why. Prepare for 
lots of splashes and surprises. 
 
Cool Crystals Lab,  December 1, at 11:00am and 1:30pm 
Discover how brilliant crystals look close up under a microscope. Discover the differences between them. 
Watch as you grow silver crystals right before your eyes. 
 
Beautiful Light and Colour Show,  December 8, at 11:00am and 1:30pm 
Discover: many ways of making light; different types of light; properties of light; and rainbows! 
 
Christmas Science Tricks, December 15, at 11:00am and 1:30pm 
Crazy, fun science demonstrations are used to try and explain some Christmas mysteries. How does Santa 
get down a chimney? Suspend your disbelief and show up for a great show. This show contains some of 
the science centre’s favourite interactive demonstrations. 
 
Super Static Electricity Show,  December 22, at 11:00am and 1:30pm 
An interactive, fun show that introduces static electricity and explores how it works. Using van de Graaff 
generators we make the hair fly. Is it time for your science centre hair-do? 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Looking for an awesome place for a Birthday Party or Event?  
Give us a call to discuss the possibilities. 

For more information please contact Susan Hammond: susan@blscs.org, or call 250-554-2572.  
BIG Little Science Centre reserves the right to substitute alternate programming if needed. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
Location: 655 Holt Street, Kamloops, BC, V2B 5G2 

Mailing Address: Box 882 Station Main, Kamloops, BC, V2C 5M8 
(250) 554-2572    susan@blscs.org      www.blscs.org 

___________________________________________________________________ 


